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ALEX LICHTENSTEIN

In the June Issue of the American Historical Review

In February and April 2009, the American Historical Review
published a two-part forum, “The International 1968.” Is
there anything new to say nearly 10 years later, to mark the
half-century after that tumultuous moment in world history?
While the six essays in that forum effectively captured the
spirit of 1968, focusing on youth culture, popular mobiliza-
tion in diverse forms, and the global impact of the counter-
culture, they were rather traditional in form. Yet the political
and cultural epoch captured by the catch-all concept of
“1968” was, above all, about experimentation, about a search
for utopian ideals, about breaking the established rules—
whether those rules came from an older generation, inade-
quate democratic processes, capitalist diktats, or sclerotic so-

cialist or revolutionary regimes.

To that end, the forum on 1968—appearing under the
heading “Reflections”—in the June 2018 issue of the AHR
does break a few rules. First, there is the format, with which
we took editorial license. When commissioning the 13 short
essays (around 2,000 words each), I explicitly asked contrib-
utors to eschew scholarly intervention in favor of reflections
examining the legacy and meaning of 1968 from the dis-
tance of a half century. That loose format and deliberately
vague charge produced some traditional academic prose,
but it also generated what one contributor called “politolog-
ical meditations.” It allowed some personal contemplation,
as well as an emphasis on the shifting meanings of 1968 over
time—as more than one scholar has observed, the half-cen-
tury mark is the twilight moment at which living memory
begins to shade into archive-based history.

In addition to this unusual format, the essays create an unor-
thodox social geography of 1968. Yes, Prague and Paris and
West Berlin, but also Warsaw and Turin and East Berlin. Not
London, but Belfast. Mexico City, of course, but also places
with less exact timing: China, Africa, the Arab world. Cianada,
rather than the United States. Not Columbia University, but
the Left Coast, and the emergence there of Third Worldism
and revolutionary black nationalism—with unanticipated
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results. As was the case in 2009, the burgeoning historiography
of the “global sixties” has yet to settle on a comparative or
transnational explanatory framework: Did events happen in
synchronicity in 1968 because distinctive societies underwent
similar experiences of post-World War II modernity and dis-
content, or were these local explosions set off’ by sparks leaping
from place to place? Was 1968 a “moment” or, as one of the
contributors puts it, a synecdoche for a whole host of decade-
long transformations? It depends where one stands, and read-
ers may be inspired to develop their own East-West, North-
South, and even South-South comparisons. While these
collective reflections cannot offer a definitive answer to these
questions, my hope is that when read in conjunction with the
2009 forum, they will scatter many seeds for further contem-
plation and research.

The reflections on 1968 are followed by a far more regular
feature, one of our serendipitous AHR Forums assembled
from three articles submitted under separate cover. This one,
“Vernacular Ways of Knowing,” showcases methodological
innovations providing new insights into aspects of the past
often regarded as largely unknowable. As Meso-Americanist
Camilla Townsend (Rutgers Univ.) notes in her introduc-
tion to the forum, all three articles, with their common em-
phasis on language, both oral and written, return us to the
original meaning of the vernacular—namely, the power of
the mother tongue as an antidote against linguistic traditions
imposed by others.

In “Bereft, Selfish, and Hungry: Greater Luhyia Concepts of
the Poor in Precolonial East Africa,” Rhiannon Stephens
(Columbia Univ,) draws on historical linguistics to reconstruct
conceptualizations of poverty in precolonial East Africa. Her
article explores how people speaking Greater Luhyia lang-
uages redefined what it meant to be poor as they settled new
lands and interacted with other communities over time. The
concept of poverty in this region, Stephens shows, gradually
evolved from the economic insecurity implied by the loss of a
household member to being associated with the selfishness and
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Muslim Books in the Multilingual Market of Ideas. Photo by Nile Green. The 19th century saw
the birth, then massive growth, of vernacular language printing all around the Indian Ocean,
particularly in pluralistic ports like Rangoon (today's Yangon) that were the hubs of oceanic
exchange. Yet despite the ascendance of Indian Ocean history over the past few decades,
such sources remain woefully underexplored; they offer vital test cases for the much-
vaunted cosmopolitanism of Indian Ocean societies.

The American Historical Review

As Nile Green demonstrates in “The Waves of Heterotopia: Toward a Vernacular Intellectual
History of the Indian Ocean,” such materials show that the intense interactions of the 19th century
generated a more complex variety of attitudes than “cosmopolitanism,” suggesting in turn that the
region may be better conceived through the model of “heterotopia™ a space for encountering
difference. Read through this more capacious conceptual model, such vernacular materials equip
researchers to respond to recent calls for the writing of global intellectual history in a way that
recognizes both interconnections and regional distinctions. Green's article is part of an AHR Forum
titled “Vernacular Ways of Knowing," which highlights methodological innovations used to
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uncover previously neglected histories.

deceit practiced by those without resources to share with oth-
ers. Through an analysis of the shifting geographic and chron-
ological landscapes of language, Stephens highlights the dyna-
mism in Greater Luhyian economic thought, tracing linguistic
and thus conceptual change well before the advent of coloni-
alism, Christianity, and capitalism in Africa.

James Pickett (Univ. of Pittsburgh) similarly recuperates lost
voices in “Written into Submission: Reassessing Sovereignty
through a Forgotten Eurasian Dynasty.” As he notes, the Cen-
tral Asian city of Shahrisabz (in present-day Uzbekistan) has
remained little more than a historical footnote, regarded mere-
ly as a thorn in the side of its more powerful neighbors during
the 17th through late 19th centuries. In fact, Pickett shows,
Shahrisabz was an autonomous city-state in its own right. The
mechanisms obscuring this city’s past reveal much about his-
torical methodology and premodern logics of sovereignty. To
recover Shahrisabz’s story, Pickett revisits Persian texts that
dominate historical knowledge of this region, piecing together
scattered fragments composed within the city itself. In doing
so, he illustrates how seemingly contradictory forms of sover-
eignty routinely coexisted within a single polity. In Pickett’s
account, approaches to sources and concepts of sovereignty
stand as two domains intrinsically intertwined, with insights
into the latter possible only with careful attention to the lan-
guage and logics embedded in the former.

Finally, in “The Waves of Heterotopia: Toward a Vernacu-
lar Intellectual History of the Indian Ocean,” Nile Green
(Univ. of California, Los Angeles) focuses on this polyglot
region’s diverse vernacular spheres of writing that rapidly
widened in the era of print. Green contends that the charac-
terization of the colonial-era Indian Ocean as an arena of
“cosmopolitanism” proves a poor fit with the variety of in-
tellectual transactions evident across so heterogeneous a
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space. By widening his conceptual apparatus across multiple
print traditions, Green challenges the premise that oceanic
actors operated under the intellectual hegemony of a “colo-
nial episteme.” Overall, his essay argues for understanding
the 19th-century Indian Ocean through an alternative con-
ceptual framework of “vernacularism” and “heterotopia”
that allows for the multiple intellectual trajectories of such
world-historical contact zones.

The June issue also contains another entry in our ongoing
“Reappraisals” series. This one features anthropologist Eric
Wolf’s Europe and the People without History (1982), one of the
first major texts to insist that societies and cultures outside
the orbit of what came to be called Europe were equal part-
ners in the making of modernity. Pekka Hamaldinen offers a
reconsideration of Wolf’s foundational work in forcing a re-
think of “core and periphery” in world history, emphasizing
subsequent development in indigenous history:.

Collectively, the article revisiting Wolf’s classic, the forum on
new ways of thinking about neglected sources and the vernac-
ular, and the effort to allow multiple voices to speak about
1968 reflect the ongoing efforts of the AHR to attend to the
exciting multiplicity of approaches to the past that now define
the historical discipline. A forthcoming initiative, called “His-
tory Unclassified,” will soon add new forms of historical writ-
ing to this endeavor: academic.oup.com/ahr/pages/history_
unclassified. Please join us in continuing to break the rules. [

Alex Lichtenstein is editor of the American Historical Review.
His new book, co-authored with his brother, photojournalist Andrew
Lichtenstein, 1s Marked, Unmarked, Remembered: A
Geography of American Memory (2017).
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The historian and journalist Lerone Bennett Jr. passed away
on February 14, 2018, at age 89. Born in Clarksdale, Missis-
sippi, he and his family moved to Jackson when he was
young. An avid black reader in the age of white supremacy,
he had the good fortune of finding a white used-book seller
who allowed him to read when the store was closed. His love
of history took a serious turn when he discovered a volume
of Lincoln’s writings and speeches that challenged the image
of the Great Emancipator. A revisionist historian was born.

At Morehouse College, Bennett majored in history, graduat-
ing in 1949. After serving in the Korean War, he began his
career at the Atlanta Daily World, but before long joined John-
son Publishing Company in Chicago. He worked first for Jet
and then for Ebony, becoming the executive editor in 1958.
Bennett’s close relationship with company owner John H.
Johnson underwrote the journalist’s historical ambitions.
With a circulation that peaked at 2 million, Johnson’s Ebony
and his book division made Bennett’s works common in
black homes.

During the 1960s, Johnson’s editor became the black com-
munity’s historian. In 1961, amid the Civil Rights Move-
ment, Bennett authored a popular black history series in
Ebony that became the basis for his general history, Before the
Mayflower (1962). Historian Benjamin Quarles noted “its un-
usual ability to evoke the tragedy and the glory of the Ne-
gro’s role in the American past.” In 1964, Bennett wrote a
biography of his Morehouse classmate: What Manner of Man:
A Buography of Martin Luther King He told the story of the first
blacks to exercise political power in Black Power U.S.A.: The
Human Side of Reconstruction 1867—1877 in 1967. The follow-
ing year brought Pioneers in Protest.

Bennett was much more than a popularizer. He captured the
zeitgeist of the black baby boomers and led the shift from
“Negro” to “black.” His books brimmed with militant black
people who questioned the promise of America and protested
their treatment, displacing the patient, patriotic Negroes who

May 2018

AHA_May-2018.indd 34

longed for citizenship. Before young scholars could come out
of the archives and focus on the black protest tradition, Ben-
nett had culled the secondary literature and printed primary
sources, and put the new interpretations before the black pub-
lic. He became a beacon for young scholars associated with
the Black Power generation.

When he returned to his initial interest in Lincoln, Bennett
found a much less receptive public, especially among aca-
demics. In 2000, Johnson Publishing released Forced into
Glory: Abraham Lincoln’s White Dream. For years, he had treated
Abraham Lincoln as a white supremacist, but now he viewed
Lincoln’s every act to advance black freedom and equality as
a grudging concession to reality. Negative reviews followed,
and few treated his work as a needed corrective. While Ben-
nett relished his engagement with the overwhelmingly white
community of Lincoln scholars, he prized both support of
and opposition to his views from within the black communi-
ty. He spoke most fondly of his black readers who would see
him on the speaking circuit and wholly reject his interpreta-
tion of Lincoln, as theirs was the view he sought to challenge
his entire life.

Bennett’s scholarly home was the Association for the Study
of Negro Life and History, founded by Carter G. Woodson
more than a century ago. Not surprisingly, Bennett played a
leading role in changing “Negro” in the association’s name
to “Afro-American” in the early 1970s. Like John H. John-
son, who served on the board in the 1950s, Bennett used his
renown to support the association. In the early 1980s, he
served as vice president, and in the mid-1990s as a council
member. In 2003, the association awarded him its most pres-
tigious scholarly award, the Woodson Medallion.

Daryl Michael Scott
Howard University
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INMEMORIAM

Charles

Joyner
1935-2016

Historian of the US
South

Renowned and beloved historian of the American South
Charles Joyner died on September 13, 2016. He was a schol-
ar who championed new approaches to historical analysis, a
teacher who inspired, a musician connected to and fascinat-
ed by the roots of his music, and an activist dedicated to the
cause of racial justice.

Joyner’s career is not easy to summarize because, to employ
one of his own phrases, it “stubbornly resists synthesis.” He
lived in the South most of his life—writing, teaching, and
lecturing on southern history from slavery and the Civil War
to segregation and the Civil Rights Movement; on southern
literature from William Faulkner to William Styron, Julia Pe-
terkin to Natasha Trethewey; on southern folk culture from
tales and legends to material culture; on southern music
from ballads to blues, spirituals to classical, country and
bluegrass to jazz. Much of his work explored what he de-
scribed as “large questions in small places.”

Joyner double-majored in history and English at Presbyte-
rian College in Clinton, South Carolina. In 1956, he began
graduate study in history at the University of South Caro-
lina (receiving his MA in 1958), but induction into the US
Army intervened. After two years of active duty, Joyner
completed his PhD, a study of John Dos Passos’s participa-
tion in World War I and its impact on his literary achieve-
ments. Joyner’s cultural self-education during this period,
often disclosed in late-night conversations, is the stuff of
legend.

In 1963, he married Jean Dusenbury. He taught at several
southern colleges before moving to St. Andrews Presbyterian
College in Laurinburg, North Carolina, where he thrived for
14 years. A deepening interest in folklore and folk culture led
Joyner into fieldwork on both sides of the Atlantic, and in
1975 he earned a second doctorate at the University of
Pennsylvania in folklore and folklife, the only discipline, his
wife joked, that paid less than history. Following a stint as a
visiting professor at the University of South Carolina, in
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1980 he joined the faculty of the University of South Caroli-
na’s regional campus in Horry County, Coastal Carolina
College, in the area that was also his main research interest.
That research resulted in the prize-winning Down By the Riv-
erside: A South Carolina Slave Community (1984). The original has
never been out of print, and the University of Illinois Press
published a 25th-anniversary edition in 2009.

After visiting appointments at the University of California,
Berkeley, and the University of Mississippi, Joyner joined
the tenured faculty at the University of Alabama. In 1988,
he returned to Coastal Carolina as the inaugural Burroughs
Distinguished Chair in Southern History and Culture.
Joyner was a global ambassador for southern history and
culture, encouraging audiences with heartfelt addresses and
pounding on pianos everywhere he went, urging all to
“study war no more.” Throughout his career he drew on
the mutual traditions of southern folk culture and the sense
of place in southern literature. In 1999, he published an
important collection of essays, Skared Traditions: Southern His-
tory and Folk Culture.

Joyner taught at Coastal Carolina until his retirement in
2007. In 2012, the institution, now a separate state universi-
ty, awarded him its first University Medallion, established a
Charles Joyner Reading Room, and instituted the Charles
Joyner Institute for Gullah and African Diaspora Studies.

His numerous honors and awards include the Governor’s
Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Humanities and in-
duction into the South Carolina Academy of Authors. He
served as president of the Southern Historical Association
and of the North Carolina Folklore Society. In 2011, Coast-
al Carolina University hosted a conference: “Writing the
South in Fact, Fiction, and Poetry,” which resulted in the
Festschrift Becoming Southern Writers: Essays in Honor of Charles
Joyner (2016).

Joyner is survived by his wife, Jean Dusenbury Joyner; his
son, Wesley; his daughter, Dr. Hannah Joyner; her husband,
David Meyers; and Joyner’s grandson, Abraham. We have
lost a truly great historian and humanitarian, and for me an
even better friend. He made the world a better place. We
shall not see the likes of a Chaz Joyner again.

Orville Vernon Burton
Clemson Unwversity
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Phyllis Barzillay Roberts, a groundbreaking scholar in medi-
eval sermon studies, died on January 14, 2018, in New York

City.

Born in Baltimore, Roberts received her BA from Goucher
College with a major in classics. After time on a kibbutz in
Israel and teaching in Hebrew schools in New York, she re-
ceived an MA from Hunter College in 1959 and her PhD
from Columbia University in 1966. At Columbia, Roberts
joined Suzanne Wemple and Jo Ann McNamara as the only
women in John Hine Mundy’s doctoral seminar. She forged
a new path for historical scholarship in the United States
when she examined preaching and sermons not as theology
but as sources for understanding medieval life and issues of
church and state. Her dissertation focused on Stephen Lang-
ton, the archbishop of Canterbury at the time of the Magna
Carta. She went on to teach history for nearly 30 years at the
College of Staten Island and the CUNY Graduate Center
before retiring in 1995.

Roberts’s impeccable scholarship was always done with an eye
to facilitating the ongoing work of scholars and students. Stud-
tes in the Sermons of Stephen Langton (1968) contributed an innova-
tive comparative method for determining authentic texts. Se-
lected Sermons of Stephen Langton (1980) made available Latin texts
of key sermons of this famous biblical scholar and preacher,
along with an introduction and notes. Langton dedicated a
shrine in Canterbury Cathedral to the martyr Thomas Becket,
who became a favorite saint among the English people in spite
of royal attempts to erase him from the historical record. Rob-
erts’s Thomas Becket in the Medieval Latin Preaching Tradition: An
Inventory of Sermons about St. Thomas Becket c. 1170—c. 1400 (1992)
enabled scholars to follow this homiletic trajectory and its im-
pact on the expansion of Becket’s cult. Roberts continued to
track the fortunes of Becket in text and pulpit into the early
days of the English Reformation. In a major public lecture,
“King Henry VIII and the War Against St. Thomas Becket,”
Roberts revealed the variety of responses to the king’s order to
expunge the archbishop’s name from the liturgical record.
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Whereas some excised his name or blackened it from view,
others drew a faint line through it or placed a delete sign in the
margin, preferring to maintain Becket’s place in ecclesiastical
history:

Through her research and publications, Roberts persuad-
ed many scholars to include sermons as key sources for
studying the Middle Ages. She strengthened and enlivened
her work with the images from daily life that preachers em-
ployed to illuminate spiritual teachings. Among her many
scholarly articles, book chapters, and reviews, her 1999
essay in Medieval Sermon Studies, “Sermon Studies Scholar-
ship: The Last Thirty-Five Years,” stands out as a guide to
the field she helped to shape as a multidisciplinary focus
among those in history, theology, literature, art history, and
performance theory.

Roberts showed a special devotion to younger colleagues
and students, whom she nurtured professionally and person-
ally with great generosity. She was a founding member of
the International Medieval Sermon Studies Society (1988)
and its first secretary. She set a lasting tone of collaboration
and encouragement, helping to shape a strong and mutually
supportive academic community. International scholars
deeply respected her and valued her warmth, humility, and
confident lack of self-promotion in her interactions with
other members. The rich output of publications in the field
of medieval sermon studies today is a tribute to her founda-
tional work.

Even in her last years, Roberts continued to be active. She
presented a poster at the International Medieval Sermon
Studies Society Symposium in St. Augustine, Florida, in
2016 and contributed the entry on Langton to the Encyclo-
pedia of the Bible and Its Reception, published in 2017.

Phyllis Roberts is survived by her husband, Earl Roberts;
her son, Jonathan Roberts; his wife, Lisa; and their son,
Aidan.

Beverly Mayne Kienzle
Harvard Divinity School (retired)
Anne T. Thayer

Lancaster Theological Seminary
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Nominate an Outstanding
Teacher or Mentor
for an AHA Award

The Eugene Asher Award for

distinguished postsecondary history teaching

The Beveridge Family Teaching
Prize for distinguished K-12 history teaching

The Nancy Lyman Roelker
I\/Ientorsh|p ward for teachers of history

who taught, guided, and inspired their students in
a way that changed their lives

Equity Awards for individuals and
institutions that have achieved excellence in
recruiting and retaining underrepresented racial
and ethnic groups into the history profession

Nominations due May 15
Learn more at historians.org/prizes



